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Impact factor of indirect cost rate for scientific research project:

empirical analysis on a sample of US multidisciplinary universities

A Ruhan'

Li Minglu®

Yang Guoliang'

(1. Institute of Science and Development , Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190;

2. Bureau of Planning . National Natural Science Foundation of China , Beijing 100085)

Abstract

Analyzing the impact factor of indirect cost rate for scientific research project is an important ba-

sis to develop reasonable indirect cost compensation mechanism. In this paper, we firstly analyze the con-
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cept of indirect cost rate, and then built the analyzing framework for the impact factor of indirect cost rate.
We also propose nine impact factors of indirect cost rate based on the analysis of its concept and developing
process. Moreover, we conduct empirical analysis based on a sample of US 91 multidisciplinary universi-

ties, and propose suggestions to the future indirect cost reform for scientific research project in China.

Key words scientific research project; indirect cost rate; impact factor
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